
Curriculum Objective (CO): 

Focus Mathematical Practice (MP):

Students’ strengths and understandings

Students’ weaknesses and misconceptions

Day 2 Discussion Planning Form

Evaluating Students’ Day 1 Work

Issue to address
Work samples that 
illustrate this issue

Questions to ask about the sample 
student work

Planning the Day 2 Discussion
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What mathematical content will be emphasized in the task?

What are some Guiding Questions to give children an entry point into 
solving the problem?

What SMP(s) does this task address?

What are some Guiding Questions that could be asked while student are 
working on the task?

How will you set the stage for the task?

What are some anticipated strategies children might use to solve the 
problem? (both correct and incorrect)

How will students demonstrate proficiency with the targeted SMPs?

What parts of the task may children find challenging?

What are some possible challenges or misconceptions that may impact 
children’s work?

What understandings or skills do students need to be successful with this 
task? How will you address this?

Open Response: Planning for the Task

In anticipating children’s work on this task:

In anticipating where children will show success:

In anticipating where children will struggle:

Unit:         
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Teaching the OPEN RESPONSE Task

The Everyday Mathematics Progress Check Open 
Response Tasks
Open Response Tasks allow children to solve interesting problems using their 
own strategies and reasoning. For each of these tasks, teachers should target 
the selected SMP and related GMPs as students progress through the task. 
See the Instructional Bridge (Instructional Resource for ©2012 customers) column 
entitled Goals for Mathematical Practice and Guiding Questions, in each Progress 
Check lesson. Teachers should also use the Guiding Questions provided for 
each Open Response Task as they set the stage for solving the problem. 

Then, studying student results can reveal key mathematical understandings 
or misconceptions, and serve as a guide for how to reengage children in the 
Open Response task. Through this reengagement process, children have 
the opportunity to make sense of others’ strategies in order to revise their 
own work. Thus, a key feature of this expanded approach is that teachers 
use student work from the task to plan a reengagement lesson: As children 
revisit a complex problem, they move their thinking forward by actively 
interpreting the strengths or misconceptions in the work of other students.  
As such, this approach is a powerful differentiation strategy that provides 
struggling children with new gateways to understanding, while creating 
a new high-cognitive demand task for children who performed well on 
the original task. Finally, once children have revisited the task and had an 
opportunity to deepen their understanding, teachers support children as 
they return to the task and improve their initial response.

How to Get Started: Day 1
Guidelines for Presenting the Open Response Task 

 ■ Prior to giving the Open Response problem to children, solve the 
problem yourself. While working through the problem, consider the 
following: 

• strategies children are likely to use (both correct and incorrect);

• mathematical misconceptions that may impact children’s work; 

• questions to ask children as they are working through the problem; 

• ways to highlight the SMP that the task addresses (see Guiding 
Questions);

• and the Planning Task Form. 

• Also, see the Open Response page for each task in the Assessment 
Handbook, which provides implementation tips, possible modifications, 
and ideas for improving student responses.
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 ■ Setting the stage
• Set the stage for the problem so children have an entry point. Use the 

Guiding Questions as needed. 

• Take care not to over teach to the task. Give children the opportunity to 
struggle and make sense by learning from their mistakes.

• Encourage students to work together to discuss the task.

• Monitor student progress and ask questions as necessary to clarify 
children’s thinking and to help make it visible. 

Analyzing Student Work and Planning a 
Reengagement Discussion 
Between Day 1 and 2

 ■ In preparation for the reengagement day, set aside time to review 
children’s work. Use the Discussion Planning Form (in this PDF string) to 
assist you in evaluating the work and planning a discussion of the task. 

 ■ Look for clear examples of well-executed solutions, as well as 
misconceptions that can be used to generate a discussion of the key 
mathematical ideas addressed in the problem. 

 ■ Look for trends in the work and analyze children’s errors. 
 ■ You may organize the discussion of children’s work using one or more of 

the suggestions listed below:

• Present an incorrect response. Ask children to consider the thinking 
behind the answer. Have children discuss why the response to the 
problem is incorrect, and identify potentially good ideas in the solution. 

• Present two different correct responses. Have children compare and 
contrast the two different solutions with a partner and then share their 
thinking with the class. 

• Present two examples where one solution is correct and the other is 
incorrect. Have children compare the two different solutions. 

 ■ Prepare discussion questions that help children make sense of the selected 
student work and address the key mathematical content and practices.  

 ■ Plan how to support children in revising their own work. 

Reengaging Students in the Open Response Problem: 
Day 2 
Setting expectations 

 ■ Reviewing the problem Remind students of the Open Response problem 
and the focus Standard for Mathematical Practice. 
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 ■ Establishing Norms for Discussion A significant part of Day 2 of the 
lesson is a class discussion about children’s strategies and explanations. To 
promote a cooperative environment, consider developing class guidelines 
for discussion on the Class Data Pad or chart paper. Solicit suggestions 
from the class and include items that you feel are important. Early in 
the year, this list may only include a few items so as not to overwhelm 
children. Add to the list throughout the year and refer to it during any 
group discussion. See the sample below.

Consider modeling or having children 
role-play situations based on one or 
more of the guidelines on your poster. 
For example, model how you can learn 
from a mistake in your own work using 
a simple math problem as an example. 
Finally, use the sentence stems below 
when you model and encourage 
children to use appropriate language 
as they discuss other children’s work:

I noticed…
I don’t understand…
I like how you…
I like how…
I wonder why…
Could you explain…
I agree because…
I’d like to add…
I agree/disagree with that because…

 ■ Reengaging with the Task
• Organize and facilitate the discussion based on the decisions you made 

while analyzing student work. 

• Lead students in reengaging with the problem by analyzing and 
critiquing their own and their classmates’ work. 

 ■ Revising Work
• Drawing from the reengagement discussion, children revisit their work 

to make corrections and improvements.  Encourage children to add to 
their original work or write a new copy of the task, but not to erase any of 
their original work. 

• You may wish to have children revise using colored pencils.

Guidelines for Discussions
During our class discussions,  
we will . . .

 ✔ Listen closely to our 
classmates’ ideas.

 ✔ Ask questions.
 ✔ Share different ideas.
 ✔ Agree and disagree 
respectfully.

 ✔ Make and learn from 
mistakes.


